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because of Thea’s work. She has left her
mark on this outstanding organization and a
legacy that will continue to inspire others to
ensure that fair trade benefits working Ameri-
cans. Her career should encourage all elected
officials to continue to focus on building a bet-
ter, stronger, more inclusive economy for all
the people of the United States.

We are honored to stand today to extend
our heartfelt thanks and congratulations to
Thea Lee for her outstanding leadership and
good work, as well as our very best wishes for
many more years of health and happiness as
she enjoys her retirement.

COMMEMORATING THE 73RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF D-DAY AND RE-
MEMBERING THE MEMBERS OF
THE GREATEST GENERATION
WHO SAVED FREEDOM IN THE
WORLD

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, today,
June 6, marks the 73rd anniversary of D-Day,
the Allied Forces’ audacious amphibious land-
ing at Normandy, France, on June 6, 1944.

This joint undertaking to liberate the con-
tinent of Europe from the clutches of an evil
and aggressor enemy was the first and most
emphatic demonstration of the invincible
strength of democratic nations when acting
collectively.

For nearly seventy years, from April 4, 1949
to January 20, 2017, peace in Europe has
been secured and no adversary, not the old
Soviet Union or the contemporary Russian
Federation, has dared to risk war by attacking
a European ally of the United States because
every American president has made clear that
the United States is committed to Article V of
the North Atlantic Treaty which holds that an
attack on any NATO member is regarded as
an attack on all of them.

Mr. Speaker, “Operation Overlord,” as D-
Day was formally known, was the largest sin-
gle amphibious assault in the history of war-
fare.

The success of D-Day, which was far from
certain at the outset, led to the liberation of
Western Europe, signaled the death knell of
the German Wehrmacht, and paved the way
to unconditional victory by the Allied Forces
over the evils of Nazism, fascism, and Japa-
nese imperialism.

It is no exaggeration to say that D-Day
changed the course of human history.

The aim of the meticulously planned D-Day
operation was to open a second front in the
European war theater from which the Allied
Forces could attack the German army and
push east to capture Berlin.

With the Russian Army advancing from the
east, coupled with the southern front opened
by the Allied invasion of Italy from North Africa
in 1942, the opening of a western front would
set in motion the pincer movement that would
catch the German Army in a trap from which
there would be no escape.

The formidable German Army expected that
the Allied Forces would try to launch an inva-
sion from the western beaches of France.

They just did not know when or where.
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So in anticipation of an Allied invasion, the
Nazis constructed the infamous Atlantic Wall,
an extensive system of coastal fortifications
built along the western coast of Europe and
Scandinavia.

Under the direction of Field Marshal Rom-
mel, the Atlantic Wall was reinforced by the
addition of concrete pillboxes built along the
beaches to house machine guns, antitank
guns and light artillery.

Mines and antitank obstacles were planted
on the beaches themselves and underwater
obstacles and mines were placed in waters
just off shore.

By the time of the D-Day landing, the Nazis
had laid almost six million mines in northern
France.

And awaiting Allied soldiers who made their
way onto and away from the beaches were
gun emplacements and minefields extended
inland.

“War is hell,” said General William Tecum-
seh Sherman during the Civil War.

And that is an apt description of what await-
ed the brave Allied warriors who set sail from
England to the beaches of Normandy in the
early morning of June 6, 1944, at the begin-
ning of what has rightly been called “The
Longest Day.”

But they were buoyed in their resolve by the
millions of prayers from Americans and others
back home, of all races, religions, and creeds,
invoking the Lord’s blessing, mercy, and
grace.

With the outcome in doubt, President Frank-
lin Roosevelt asked the nation to join him in
this solemn prayer:

Almighty God: Our sons, pride of our na-
tion, this day have set upon a mighty en-
deavor, a struggle to preserve our Republic,
our religion, and our civilization, and to set
free a suffering humanity.

Lead them straight and true; give strength
to their arms, stoutness to their hearts,
steadfastness in their faith.

They will need Thy blessings.

For these men are lately drawn from the
ways of peace.

They fight not for the lust of conquest.

They fight to end conquest.

They fight to liberate.

They fight to let justice arise, and toler-
ance and goodwill among all Thy people.

They yearn but for the end of battle, for
their return to the haven of home.

The prayers were needed because the cost
of D-Day was high; U.S. casualties on D-Day
totaled more than 2,499 dead, 3,184 wound-
ed, 1,928 missing, and 26 captured.

Our British and Canadian allies suffered ter-
rible losses on D-Day as well: approximately
2,700 for the British and 946 for the Cana-
dians. German casualties are estimated at
4,000 to 9,000.

In total, the number of combatants Kkilled,
wounded or missing in the Battle of Normandy
for both sides exceeded 425,000, not including
the estimated 15,000 to 20,000 French civil-
ians killed.

But the operation was a success.

More than 156,000 troops or paratroopers
came ashore on D-Day, 73,000 from the U.S.,
83,000 from Great Britain and Canada.

By the end of June 11, D-Day plus 5,
326,547 troops, 54,186 vehicles and 104,428
tons of supplies had come ashore.

And with them the seeds for the victory in
Europe that would come less than a year
later, on May 8, 1945, with the fall of Berlin
and the unconditional surrender of the Nazis.
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On the eve of the Normandy invasion, Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower, the Supreme
Commander of the Allied Forces, addressed
the soldiers, sailors, and airmen of the Allied
Expeditionary Forces and said to them that
they were about to embark upon a “Great
Crusade,” and that the “eyes of the world”
were upon them.

He told them that their task would not be
easy because the “enemy is well trained, well
equipped and battle-hardened. He will fight
savagely.”

But, General Eisenhower said, “this is the
year 1944. The tide has turned. The free men
of the world are marching together to victory.”

And march to victory they did, fully justifying
General Eisenhower's ‘“confidence in their
courage, devotion to duty, and skill in battle.”

Because of the heroism of these men who
willingly risked their lives to be the tip of the
spear of liberty, the war was won and a world
was saved for freedom.

Mr. Speaker, D-Day was, and remains, a
day like no other in the history of man’s so-
journ on earth.

We remember Gettysburg.

There, President Lincoln paid tribute to
those “who gave their lives so that the nation
might live.”

It is equally fitting and proper that we never
forget D-Day and that we continue to honor
those who risked all and gave all so that the
world could remain free.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF FLUTONIC
HARMONICS FLUTE STUDIO

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize a local flute studio and flute choir in
my district, Flutonic Harmonics, for their hard
work, dedication to the arts, and immense
achievements for which they have attained na-
tional recognition over the past year. Local
choirs and organizations, like Flutonic
Harmonics, are vital to engaging our youth
and expanding their educational experience
beyond the classroom.

Flutonic Harmonics is led by my constituent,
Michelle Rubis, of Purcellville, Virginia, and
under her leadership they have experienced
tremendous success. Last year, the flute choir
performed before the entire Purcellvile Town
Council and subsequently at the Universal
STARS Performance Program. This annual
event takes place at Universal Studios in Or-
lando, Florida, and gives some of the nation’s
most prestigious marching bands, concert
bands, dance teams, choirs, or other per-
forming groups the opportunity to showcase
their talents on a national stage in front of
thousands of Universal Studios visitors. Addi-
tionally, this program allows for these young
musicians to interact with other talented artists
around the country.

This coming June, Flutonic Harmonics will
be recording their recital and sending it to sev-
eral famous venues in New York, Boston, and
even ltaly for consideration. Mr. Speaker, | ask
that my colleagues join me in honoring
Flutonic Harmonics and Michelle Rubis for
their participation in Universal STARS Per-
formance Program and for their exemplary
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dedication, impressive talent, and noteworthy
accomplishments. | wish them all the best in
their future endeavors and look forward to
seeing all they will accomplish in the years to
come.

——————

HONORING MALCOLM STOKELY
HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
very special individual, Mr. Malcolm Stokely, of
Clark County, Kentucky. Mr. Stokely, a part of
the Greatest Generation, answered his na-
tion’s call to service during World War II.

Mr. Stokely enlisted in the United States
Army on March 28, 1945. After training in
Texas, he was sent to Missouri to board a
massive train that transported thousands of
troops across the Rocky Mountains to Port-
land, Oregon. The troops then boarded a ship,
which, unknown to them, was part of a top-se-
cret invasion party of hundreds of ships and
thousands of troops headed for Japan. While
en route, the United States dropped the first
atomic bomb on Japan, which was ineffective
in stopping the war. After the second bomb
was dropped and Japan surrendered, the
troops were told they had actually been head-
ed for Japan and thousands of them likely
would have died in battle. After the surrender,
the ships turned around. Mr. Stokely’s ship
landed in Hawaii where he served out the re-
mainder of his tour in the signal corps. He was
discharged on December 9, 1946.

Mr. Stokely returned home to lead an active
and productive life. At the age of 93, he is a
regular on the golf course and leads an aero-
bics class. He is very active in his church,
Ephesus Baptist, where he serves as a dea-
con and choir leader.

The bravery of Mr. Stokely and his fellow
men and women of the United States military
is heroic. Because they were willing to serve
our great nation, our freedoms have been pre-
served for our generation and for future gen-
erations. He is truly an outstanding American
patriot. It is my honor to recognize him before
the United States House of Representatives.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO GRANBY
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Granby First Church of God on 100
years of service and dedication to the Granby
community.

Granby First Church of God, which was first
known as the “old rock church,” opened its
doors in 1917. Since then, the church has wel-
comed thousands of people from all different
walks of life. When Joplin was hit by a dev-
astating tornado in May of 2011, Granby First
Church of God didn't hesitate to open its
doors for people outside their community. As
people came in to volunteer and help with
clean-up, they were allowed to use the Family
Life Center as a place to stay.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Granby First Church of God is vital to the
Granby, Missouri community.

| am honored to recognize Granby First
Church of God and its dedication to not only
southwest Missouri, but the many communities
throughout the area. On behalf of Missouri’s
7th Congressional District, | ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Granby
First Church of God on 100 years of service.

TIARA SISNEROS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Tiara Sisneros
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Tiara Sisneros is a student at Arvada High
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Tiara
Sisneros is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Tiara Sisneros for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

HONORING MR. VERNE ALLISON
AND THE DELLS

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in honoring the R&B music group, the Dells.
Mr. Verne Allison, the last surviving member
of the Dells, was visiting Washington, D.C.
over the last few days so | wanted to take this
opportunity to recognize the group and their
outstanding music.

Originally from Chicago, lllinois, the Dells
formed out of a group of young men still in
high school: Marvin Junior, Verne Allison,
Johnny Funches, Chuck Barksdale and Mick-
ey and Lucius McGill. They originally called
themselves the EI-Rays, but changed their
name to The Dells once they signed with Vee
Jay Records in 1955. It was at this record
company where they released their hit record-
ing, “Oh What a Night,” which, at one point,
finished right behind Elvis’ “Don’t Be Cruel” on
the music charts. By the early 1960s, with
their reach growing, the Dells were able to
tour with big artists like Dinah Washington and
Ray Charles, opening for them and exposing
themselves to much bigger audiences.

A soundtrack to the 1960s would not be
complete without soulful melodies from groups
like the Dells. At a time of constant political
and social upheaval, a Washingtonian could
turn on the radio and be serenaded with

June 6, 2017

songs like the Dells’ “Give Your Baby a
Standing Ovation” and “Stay in My Corner,” a
1965 top 30 R&B hit. Decades passed and the
Dells’ music largely adapted. Members of the
band remained largely stable. Their final work
was the “The Heart is a House for Love,” part
of a soundtrack for a movie in 1991. The Dells
were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in 2004. Today, Verne Allison, one of
the original members of the Dells, is the
band’s only surviving member.

While Mr. Allison was in my district, he
worked closely with DC Legendary Musicians.
This organization works to protect the legacy
of D.C. area musicians, past and present, and
promote the music of artists from Washington
around the globe. Although Mr. Allison and the
Dells are from Chicago, DC Legendary Musi-
cians recognizes the impact that music from
artists like the Dells—who have performed lo-
cally at the Howard Theater, Constitution Hall
and the Kennedy Center—have had on D.C.
and its own music scene and history. Their
work is crucial to ensuring this essential part
of D.C. culture stays intact. | thank DC Leg-
endary Musicians for their contributions to the
District.

| ask the House of Representatives to join
me in honoring Mr. Verne Allison and the
Dells. We celebrate their harmonious and
soulful music that is part of the rich American
tapestry that is Rhythm and Blues. | am very
pleased we can still listen to it today.

———

HONORING THE VICTIMS AND
HISTORY OF THE MS “ST. LOUIS”

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 78th anniversary of the day
that 937 mostly Jewish refugees aboard the
MS St. Louis were denied entry to the United
States.

In the summer of 1939, fleeing unspeakable
horrors under Hitler's regime, men, women,
and children set sail in search of refuge. After
being denied entry to the United States, Can-
ada, and Cuba, many refugees were eventu-
ally accepted into several European countries.
Over a quarter, however, were not so lucky
and lost their lives in concentration camps.

The Brooklyn Synagogue Coalition for Refu-
gees is one of many Jewish communities
across the country that will gather to hold a
candlelight vigil to honor the victims and his-
tory of this anniversary.

At a time when acts of fear and intolerance
have dictated policies to yet again shut Amer-
ica’s doors to those fleeing harm, we must re-
main committed to ensuring that America is
and will continue to be a place of hope and
second chances.

I'd like to thank the Brooklyn Synagogue
Coalition for Refugees for their hard work and
dedication to the Jewish community. As we re-
flect on this tragic occasion, let us recommit to
ensuring that no one who is in desperate need
is turned away from our country’s shores.
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